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a captain of Chasseurs He might forget his pacifism for a
moment—they were very illogical, those pacifists—with
unpleasant results The professor of literature made a
grudging apology to the professor of history, but marked it
up against him
Armand was not troubled by this hostility of professors
He did not pay any attention to Barbier's sneers or Picard's
warnings He was much more worried by the difference
of opinion between himself and Yvonne on the same
subject
He tried now to avoid it as much as possible, but after all
it was very important in his scheme of life He was becoming
more rather than less engaged in his work for peace
Because of his war record, perhaps, his presence was
welcomed at peace meetings in Paris to which he went now
and again at urgent invitation On each occasion Yvonne
was rather difficult She did not like him leaving her for a
night or two, but refused to go with him She disliked his
association with men whom she considered to be dangerous
and on the wrong side of politics—men like Henri Barbusse,
and Romam Holland, whose work she detested He explained
to her that these meetings cut across all the political parties
There were many ex officers among them Indeed, most
of the members were armens combattants de guerre Their
purpose was not revolutionary in any political sense They
were working to prevent the suicide of European civilization,
he told her They disliked the idea of seeing Paris destroyed
by bombs, not because they were in a blue funk—some of
them wore every decoration possible for valour—but because
they believed in intelligence and European unity They
did not love the Germans, but they believed that continuance
of active hatred and hostility would lead inevitably to a
new war later on They were ready to discuss a revision of
the Peace Treaties—some alteration of the Polish Corridor,
for example—not because they wanted to bribe the Germans
to stay quiet, but because there was justice in the Crerman

